
 
 
 

Chairman’s Report 2014 

2014 has again been a busy year for the association as it continues to represent the local fishing and 

tourist industries at local and national level. Working with The Aldeburgh Fishermen’s Association, 

Felixstowe Ferry Fishermen’s Association, Harwich Fishermen’s Association, NUTFA, Greenpeace and 

others we have increased our lobbying of both the UK Government and the European Parliament to 

recognise the need to identify a more equitable way of managing the fish stocks off the coast of East 

Anglia.  

The local inshore fishing industry continues to experience difficulties with the current or planned 

operations of offshore developers. Greater Gabbard. Galloper and East Anglia One wind farms are 

proving uncommunicative as far as recognise the financial impact of their activities on the local fleet 

although the future of Galloper is uncertain at this point in time. The ongoing saga of the concrete 

mattresses laid over the Greater Gabbard export cable has still to be resolved and there have also 

been problems with scouring at the London Array wind farm. We are still monitoring the situation 

with regard to the relocation of the Harwich Haven silt dump site. 

The association was instrumental in promoting locally caught fish for the third year at the Real Food 

Market in Orford on Saturday June 14th.  

During the year I expressed my wish to stand down as chairman of the association and Susan 

Crossfield also stated that, following a house move, she is also no longer able to continue as 

secretary. Chris Brennan is also standing down as treasurer. Also during the year it was agreed that 

members or officers who gain no practical benefit from the association should not be required to 

pay annual subscriptions. 

Neil Macro and Bill Pinney have stepped in to attend meetings where the chairman would otherwise 

have attended.  

The association income of £375.00 for the year ending December 2014 is made up of subscriptions 

of £75 per person from Bill Pinney, Neil Macro, Peter Benstead, Craig Ambury (Lady Florence) and 

Ollie Page. Although Jay Potts indicated that he would like to continue as a member of the 

association, there is no record of his subscription being received. 

Expenses are made up of the cost of leasing the equipment on the quay from The New Orford Town 

Trust (£357.30) for year ending November 2104, Real Food Market (£25.00). There are no payments 

made to officers and neither are expenses claimed for stationery used by officers on behalf of the 

association. The New Orford Town Trust has issued an invoice for the use of the quay facilities for 

2015 without any increase to previous years but I have pointed out that the lease ran out in 

November 2014 and there needs to be some form of acknowledgement that we are allowed to 

continue to use the facilities. 



The bank balance as at 30th December 2014 is £485.63 with a further £150.00 held as cash in hand. 

There is an outstanding debt of £357.30 for the use of the quay facilities during 2015. There appears 

to be no reason to increase subscriptions for the forthcoming year but I propose that we continue to 

maintain the current rate of £75 per member in order to build a reserve for maintenance of the shed 

and possible work to the hoist in the next few years. 

Roger Hipwell 

 

31st December 2014 


